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PREMIER BRICK CONTROL JOINT INFORMATION

CONTROL JOINTS:  If control joints are not installed, Premier 
Group will not be held liable for any random cracking in either 
brick or mortar, that may result from ground settlement or 
shrinkage.  

KEEP BRICKS DRY before and during laying. Wet bricks will 
increase the risk of efflorescence in the mortar and shrinkage.

BLENDING the bricks from 3 or more pallets as you lay is 
recommended to ensure an even overall appearance.

QUALITY:  If for some reason, you are not completely satisfied 
with the quality of the bricks please contact Premier Group 
immediately. We will not accept any claims for labour costs to 
remove or re lay bricks that have already been laid. Our 
warranty is limited to free replacement of product, deemed to 
be unsatisfactory by Premier Group before laying takes place. 
Terms and conditions apply.

COLOUR:  Premier Bricks are manufactured from natural 
materials for natural results. Colour variation is normal and is 
part of the natural beauty of the product.

EFFLORESCENCE:  Premier Bricks can display 
“whitening”    (efflorescence). This occasional and naturally 
occurring phenomenon is characteristic of many natural 
products and will gradually diminish in time. You can use a 
Premier Sealer after laying to reduce efflorescence.

SEALING: When dry, you can choose to seal your bricks with a 
Premier Sealer. This will help retain colour, reduce maintenance 
and reduce efflorescence. If you choose to seal, please follow 
instructions very carefully.

All concrete masonry products shrink or contract due to drying, 
causing hairline cracking. To help avoid this, it is important to 
adhere to the following guidelines.

1. Control joints should be spaced at 5-6 meters apart. Consult   
    NZS 4210.
2. In long walls (unbroken by windows) joints should be spaced 
    to produce panels having length 1 ½ to 2 times their height.
3. Windows and door openings up to 1.8m width require a “Zig  
    Zag” control joint in line with only 1 jamb. (FIGURE 1)
4. Openings wider than 1.8m should have control joints in line 
    with both jambs. (FIGURE 2)
5. If there are no openings within 6m of a corner then install a  
    control joint within 3m of the corner. 

PREMIER BRICK SPECIFICATIONS:

“ZIG ZAG” CONTROL JOINTS
1. Scrape out all mortar prior to initial set along the “Zig Zag” 
    line where control joints are needed.
2. Install a 12 or 15mm diameter P.E.F (Polyethylene Foam) rod 
    continuously into the joint 30mm back from face of brick to 
    form a backing strip (FIGURE 3). Alternatively, you may use 
    D.P.C as a bond breaker instead of P.E.F
3. Leave the joint without mortar as long as possible to allow 
    any shrinkage to occur.
4. Install 20mm of matching mortar to complete the control joint.
5. If you install the appropriate number of control joints, any 

VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE:

• Please keep bricks covered
and dry before and during
laying or serious variation in
mortar colour could occur! (Use 
pallet shrouds Provided)

• When handling straight edge
bricks, please take care not to 
scratch the face of the brick.

• Ensure that you lay all bricks
“face out”.

• During winter months, we
advise that you cease laying at 
3pm and that you carry out cuts 
and set out for the following day. 
This will minimize any risk of 
moisture bleeding from the bricks 
and affecting the mortar colour.

• We strongly recommend
drycutting only for darker colours 
to avoid wetcut slurry stains on 
face of brick.

• To achieve consistent colour in 
the mortal joints, ensure they are 
all tooled smooth when the 
mortar can hold a clear thumb 
print.

• Shrinkage cracking in any 
veneer will not affect the weather 
tightness or the structual integrity 
of the cladding.

    hairline cracking will occur at the control joint will be minimal. 
    Once the veneer has shrunk, it should not happen a second 
    time.
6. If cracks are unacceptable, they can be raked out to a depth 
    of 20mm and repointed. 

PLEASE NOTE: Consult NZS4210 for more information if
required.


